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• Chair:  Karen Culley, Pickens

• Richard Band, Lancaster

• Carolyn Batchler, Blacksburg

• Edie Davis, Laurens

• Dave Gangemi, Clemson 

Sunrise

• Brianna McDonell, Greater 

Anderson

DISTRICT LITERACY COMMITTEE

• Jerry Rentz, Emerald City

• Lancer Shull, Batesburg-

Leesville

• Jim Simmons, Clemson Sunrise

• Patrick White, Fort Mill

• Tammy Williams, Chester



LITERACY COMMITTEE MISSION

• Promote early reading as the ‘center piece’ of our District’s 

program 

• Encourage all clubs in our District to have a Literacy 

chair/committee

• Develop a District data base on club literacy projects (email 

description to kculley@uwpickens.org)

• Goal is for every club in the District to have an early 

education program



The Importance of Early Literacy

Brianna McDonell

Rotary Club of Greater Anderson



Books in the Home
● Having a home library improves academic performance well 

into adulthood, especially in families with low education.

○ Growing up with few books in the house was associated with 

below-average literacy rates, while the presence of around 80 

books raised those rates to the mean. Literacy continued to 

increase with the number of reported books up to around 350, 

at which point it flattened out.

○ The effects on numeracy (ability to use mathematical 

concepts) were quite significant. Impact on technological skills 

was smaller but also widespread.



Modeling Reading
● Observational (Social) learning

○ particularly powerful for children when coming from people of 

status (teachers, parents, etc.)

○ Not just about copying behavior, but also seeing the 

consequence of that behavior (positive or negative)

● Children learn about reading by seeing others read, even 

before they can read themselves.



What’s So Special About 3rd Grade Reading?

● Before 3rd Grade: Learning to read

○ Covering the five components of effective reading instruction: 

phonics, phonemic awareness, vocabulary, fluency and 

comprehension. 

● After 3rd Grade: Reading to learn

○ More than 85% of curriculum is taught by reading.



What Happens If A Student Falls Behind?
● By the end of 3rd grade, 74% of struggling readers won’t 

catch up.

● Students who don’t read proficiently by 3rd grade are 4x 

more likely to leave high school without a diploma.

○ For students in poverty, the rate is 6x greater than for 

proficient readers.

○ For Black and Latino students, the combined effect of poverty 

and poor 3rd grade reading skills makes the rate 8x greater.



MAP Tests - SC

• 56.7% of 3rd graders score below grade level in reading

(2021 MAP scores)

• 58.1% of 8th graders score below grade level in reading

(2021 MAP scores)

• 73% of children tested “not ready” to enter Kindergarten in 

the Fall of 2020
⮚Lacking sufficient skills, knowledge, and abilities to engage with 

kindergarten level instruction



Exploring SC Dept of Education Website



Sources and Resources
● https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/school-success-guides/guide-to-3rd-grade.html

● https://gradelevelreading.net/

● https://www.aecf.org/resources/early-warning-why-reading-by-the-end-of-third-grade-matters

● https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/early-learning-and-literacy/family-learning-and-resources/

● https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/early-learning-and-literacy/family-learning-and-resources/office-of-early-

learning-and-literacy-family-engagement-framework/

● https://ed.sc.gov/data/test-scores/state-assessments/sc-ready/2021/state-scores-by-grade-

level/?districtCode=9999&districtName=Statewide&schoolCode=999

● https://psmag.com/education/home-libraries-confer-long-term-benefits

● https://psmag.com/social-justice/books-home-strongly-linked-academic-achievement-82144

● https://www.theguardian.com/books/2018/oct/10/growing-up-in-a-house-full-of-books-is-major-boost-to-

literacy-and-numeracy-study-finds

● https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0049089X18300607

https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/school-success-guides/guide-to-3rd-grade.html
https://gradelevelreading.net/
https://www.aecf.org/resources/early-warning-why-reading-by-the-end-of-third-grade-matters
https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/early-learning-and-literacy/family-learning-and-resources/
https://ed.sc.gov/instruction/early-learning-and-literacy/family-learning-and-resources/office-of-early-learning-and-literacy-family-engagement-framework/
https://ed.sc.gov/data/test-scores/state-assessments/sc-ready/2021/state-scores-by-grade-level/?districtCode=9999&districtName=Statewide&schoolCode=999
https://psmag.com/education/home-libraries-confer-long-term-benefits
https://psmag.com/social-justice/books-home-strongly-linked-academic-achievement-82144
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2018/oct/10/growing-up-in-a-house-full-of-books-is-major-boost-to-literacy-and-numeracy-study-finds
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0049089X18300607


CLEMSON SUNRISE ROTARY LITERACY PROJECT



PROJECT MISSION

COLLECT AND DISTRIBUTE 2,000 BOOKS 

TO OVER 1,000 UNDERSERVED AND

SPECIAL NEEDS CHILDREN IN PICKENS

ANDERSON AND OCONEE COUNTIES



THE WHY

SOURCE:  https://www.live5news.com/2021/09/01/sc-2020-2021-school-report-card-grades-gives-state-

superintendent-extremely-high-level-concern/



LITERACY PROJECT  FUNDING

• CLUB PRESIDENT BUDGET CYCLE

• ROTARY INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT GRANT 

• MATCHING CLUB FUNDS

• INDIVIDUAL CLUB MEMBER DONATIONS

• OUTSIDE GRANT FUNDING

• CLUB MEMBER BOOK DONATIONS



PROJECT PARTNERS 2022

• PICKENS OCONEE & ANDERSON COUNTY 3RD GRADE  

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

• UNITED WAY PICKENS CAMP IROCK

• FOOTHILLS YMCA AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM

• CLEMSON CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER



RESULTS = BOOKS + CHILDREN
BOOKS CHILDREN

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 664 332 

CAMP IROCK UNITED WAY 1,181 528

FOOTHILLS YMCA 189 567

CLEMSON CHILD CENTER 205 39



CLUB MEMBER PARTICIPATION

• STICKER BOOKS AT MEMBER MEETING

• DELIVERY OF BOOKS TO PARTNERS

• READING TO STUDENTS OPPORTUNITIES

• PARTNER WITH OTHER ROTARY CLUBS 





Club Projects:

• Ask speaker at each club meeting to sign a children’s book.  

The books are given to the School District.

• Honor top 10 students in each high school class at a 

luncheon

– Seniors sign books at the luncheon

– Parents attend luncheon

Laurens Rotary Club
Edie Davis, Literacy Chair



ROTARY READERS:

• Team of Rotarians read books at Head Start once a month

• Lesson plan laid out for the year and books selected

• Rotarian Jim Yarbrough prepares songs for each month-

assisted by “readers of the day”

• Changed in-person reading into virtual due to COVID

• One video presentation per month.

LAURENS ROTARY CLUB



LAURENS VIRTUAL ROTARY READERS

Hello! 



LAURENS VIRTUAL ROTARY READERS

Hello! 



LAURENS VIRTUAL ROTARY READERS

5 Little Monkeys



LAURENS VIRTUAL ROTARY READERS

5 Little Monkeys



LAURENS VIRTUAL ROTARY READERS

Spread a Little Sunshine



LAURENS VIRTUAL ROTARY READERS

Spread a Little Sunshine



LAURENS VIRTUAL ROTARY READERS

Sanders Head Start Center





Batesburg-Leesville Rotary Club
Lancer Shull, Literacy Chair

• Used book giveaway at local festival

• In-person reading at Head Start parenting class

• Purchase of books for primary school

• Virtual book readings with Mayor



Batesburg-Leesville 

VIRTUAL ROTARY READERS

Reading with the Mayor



LAURENS VIRTUAL ROTARY READERS

Spread a Little Sunshine



Emerald City Rotary Literacy Update 
Jerry Rentz, Literacy Chair

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library

27 years
United States, 

Canada, UK, Ireland, 
Australia

~175 million 
books gifted

~2 million children 
currently registered

State support makes program available 

to all children in 12 states:

Arkansas

Colorado

Delaware

Kansas

Kentucky

North Carolina

Ohio

Oklahoma

Tennessee

Washington DC

West Virginia

Washington (coming)

Legislators show interest in 6 states.

 Are read to more by parents and family

 Are more enthusiastic about reading

 Owned more books as a result of participating in 

the program

 Have significantly better early language skills 

 Have higher literacy scores at kindergarten entry

 Have significantly better math skills (!)

Numerous research studies show that, 

compared to nonparticipants, children who 

participate in Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library



Goals
• Send monthly books to 2,400 children (60% of the 4,000 children under age 5 in Greenwood County)

• Work with county library and school districts to achieve widespread community awareness and buy-in 

from local industry, businesses, and granting organizations 

• Partner with Rotary clubs in District 7750 and throughout South Carolina

 Promote general community awareness of the importance of early childhood literacy

 Contact and educate local and state government officials and state legislative representatives 

in each voting district

 Achieve funding for the Imagination Library statewide

November 2014 – February 2022

38,699 books
mailed to children under age 5

Total of 1,925 children served

Currently mailing books to

1,254 children every month

671 children reached age 5 and graduated

Emerald City Rotary Literacy Update – February 2022

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library in Greenwood County



Q & A


