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When did you become a Rotarian?  No, no, I don’t mean 
the date you were inducted into your Club.  When did you first 
understand the meaning of being a member of Rotary Interna-
tional?

February is World Understanding month in the Rotary 
calendar.  It is a time when we recognize the true meaning of 
our international organization and 
the worthwhile service projects 
undertaken by Rotarians, their 
Clubs and Districts.  

If you attended the Mid-year 
Assembly last month you heard 
World Community Service chair, 
Charles Warne, outline the many 
projects being carried out by 
Rotarians and their Clubs in Dis-
trict 7750.  A summary of Charles’ 
report can be found elsewhere 
in this newsletter.  These District 
projects are meeting the needs of 
safe water, elimination of hunger 
and improved literacy in less developed countries within our 
hemisphere.  The service projects also support Rotary’s 2006-
07 areas of emphasis.  Why not join with other Rotarians in the 
District and support these international efforts? 

Let us not forget, however, the needs within our own com-
munities, communities that are very much a part of our world.  
Has your Club undertaken a local needs assessment?  Maybe 
this would be a good month to do it.  It will certainly help the 
Club’s planning for 2007-08.  

Our Clubs give back to their communities in a broad variety 
of ways, thus, helping to insure these com-
munities remain great places to live and 
to raise families.  Rotarians support local 
projects like hunger relief (e.g., Meals-on-
Wheels), literacy (e.g., dictionaries for 3rd 
graders), environmental improvements 
(e.g., park beautification and trash pick-up) 
and educational (e.g., English training) to 
name but a few.

Rotarians know that by reaching out in 
all directions they will make a meaningful 
difference in their communities and in the 
world.  Our ultimate goal must still be world 
peace and understanding.  Let us continue 
to Lead The Way with our unsolicited acts of 

kindness.  This is truly the Rotary International Experience!

Remember February 23rd – Rotary’s 102nd Anni-
versary and World Understanding and Peace Day

The Rotary (International) Experience

The District’s 2007-08 Ambassadorial 
Scholar, Cindy Youssef, developed her strong 
interest in international politics and culture 
as an International Baccalaureate student at 
Southside High School (Greenville), where 
she was president of both the Interact Club 
and the Student Body.  Community service 
played a major role of Cindy’s extracurricular 
high school years.  

Upon entering Furman University Cindy 
continued her interest in international stud-
ies by majoring in Political Science with an 
emphasis on Public Policy and Latin Ameri-
can Studies.  During her sophomore year 

she was selected to represent Furman at 
the annual Asia Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion Conference in Chile and in the summer 
following her junior year she secured an 
internship at la Universidad EARTH (Costa 
Rica) where she taught English as a second 
language.

Cindy will pursue her Ambassadorial 
Scholarship at Monash University (Austra-
lia) where she will study International Law 
with a focus on Peace and Conflict Studies.  
She hopes to have a career in the U.S. State 
Department as a Foreign Service Officer 
working in Citizen Diplomacy.

Our Ambassadorial Scholar

 – Cindy Youssef
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Rooms:	 $159/night
	 Registration:	 $159

Marriott Beach & Golf Resort

Hilton Head Island
Beachside Casual Cookout • Music by 

 “The Headliners” • Dolphin Cruise 
Golf Tournament  • Tour of Homes • Wine Tasting

ALL-STATE DISTRICT

March 23-25
7750 and 7770

SPEAKERS
Philip Lader Former US Ambassador to Great Britain and Assistant to the President of the United States, Rotary 
Ambassadorial Scholar, Former Winthrop University President, Former President of Sea Pines Plantation on 
Hilton head Island.   Noted for his humor, in-depth preparation and inspirational style, Ambassador Lader has 
addressed trans-Atlantic audiences ranging from the American Bar Association’s 2000 Convention in the U.N.’s 
General Assembly Hall to the British Institute of Directors’ General Conference in Royal Albert Hall to state 
chambers of commerce and local world affairs councils.   
  

 John Jakes  John Jakes is the acknowledged contemporary master of the family saga. 
He is the creator of the legendary eight-volume Kent Family Chronicles, the Main and Hazard families of The 
North and South Trilogy, and the Crowns of Chicago, German-Americans whose stories interweave the his-
tory of the twentieth century in Homeland and its sequel, American Dreams.  His 2002 novel, Charleston, re-
turned him to the turbulent years of the Revolution and the Civil War, and became his sixteenth consecutive 
New York Times bestseller. His just released novel The Gods of Newport will be available for sale Friday with a 
book signing Friday evening in the House of Friendship, with proceeds to benefit the Rotary Foundation. 

Philip Wong CART Grant Recipient, Associate Professor Departments of Pathology and Neuroscience, Johns 
Hopkins University School of Medicine.  His research program focus on molecular mechanisms and experi-
mental therapeutic of neurodegenerative diseases, particularly Alzheimer’s disease.  He will discuss his 
research  and the benefits of the CART Grant.

$159 Registration 
Fee
includes

Friday Lunch
Friday evening Party at the Shore
Saturday evening banquet
Vouchers toward cost of breakfasts.
Vouchers toward drinks on Friday and 
Saturday evenings
Conference T-shirt
Special gift

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

Hotel Reservations
843.686.8400

$159 (code ROTROTA) 
$179 (code ROTROTB) for ocean view
Per room per night. Rooms can 
accommodate up to 4 people.

If you need a registration 
form, go to the web site, 
rotary7750.com.

Don’t be confused by the $159: The registration fee for the confer-

ence is $159 and the room rate at the Marriott is $159 a night for a 

non-ocean view room.  These are two separate, different charges.
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Sponsoring a box
By Ed Hamilton, D7750 Shelter Box 
chair

A club can sponsor a box, but 
cannot designate where it will 
go.  Each box has a serial number, 
and that box is associated with a 
particular sponsor (Rotary club).  
The sponsored box is packed and 
then goes into the warehouse in 
the United Kingdom.  When the box 
is deployed, the sponsor is notified 
as to where that particular box was 
sent.  However, sponsors cannot 
specify where their box is to be 
sent.

Having said that, it would be 
great if our clubs would step up 
and sponsor a box, since the boxes 
that are being deployed to Florida 
need to be replaced in the ware-
house.Questions? Ask PDG Edward A. Hamilton, (864) 882-1770 • edhamilton62@earthlink.net

Shelter Boxes shipped immediately 
to Florida tornado area

Box donations to offset the standing inven-
tory diverted to this tornado aftermath can be 
directed to:

ShelterBox USA
8374 Market St. #203
Lakewood Ranch, FL  34243
On-line donations can be made at www.

shelterboxusa.org (Go to ‘Sponsor a Box’). The 
cost of a complete shelter box is $900.

How to donate

Rocky Mountain Rendezvous

June 17 - 20
Salt Lake City, Utah

(2007 RI Convention)

DGE Myles Golden has tickets to the Southland Breakfast, held 
on Monday morning of the convention. 

This is the time that Rotarians from the southeast get  
together to eat grits and have fun. 

What is ShelterBox?– a Rotary interna-
tional service opportunity! Did you see the 
article in the January edition of the Rotarian 
magazine, pages 30-35, on ShelterBox? This 
is a great humanitarian program and an easy 
way for a club to participate in an international 
service project (think Presidential Citation!) by sponsoring a ShelterBox.  

After tornadoes struck central Flor-
ida on Feb. 2, causing at least 19 
deaths and destroying hundreds 

of homes, ShelterBox has responded with 
a first shipment of 50 boxes with two 
tents in each box to provide temporary 
shelter to those who lost their homes. The 
shipment is to arrive on Monday, Feb. 5.  
A ShelterBox village will be established 
at Rolling Acres Driving Range, a secured 
area north of Orlando.   There are several 
Rotary clubs in the vicinity expected to 
furnish physical support to the village 
erection.
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Bank robbery victim
Regions Bank on 

Haywood Road in 
Greenville was robbed 
Feb. 2. Susan Wallace, a 
member of the Rotary 
Club of Greenville East, 
is the vice president in 
charge at that bank. 
Neither she nor others 
were injured.

Susan Wallace

Mid-year Assembly 
The District Mid-year Assembly was held on Saturday, Janu-
ary 13th at the Palmetto Expo Center in Greenville.  Over 130 
Rotarians from 42 Clubs were in attendance.  To date, our Clubs 
have contributed 47% of the District’s Foundation giving goal 
of $225,000.  Foundation awards were given to the Greenville-
Evening Club (100% PHF) and the Union Club (100% Sustaining 
Membership).  The outbound GSE Team and our Ambassadorial 
Scholar were introduced.  Club membership through the first 
six months is up over 4%.  Other presentations covered CART, 
RLI, Simplified Grants, World Community Service, an update on 
our Information Systems Initiative, RYLA, Strategic Planning, the 
District Conference and the RI Convention in Salt Lake.

The outbound GSE team to the Canary Islands continues to meet regu-
larly to prepare for the late spring trip. Bert Strange, at left, member of 
the Greenville Rotary Club, is team leader. Sharon Johnson, third from 
left, member of Aiken Sunrise, is the alternate team leader.

AG Joe Johnson named Citizen of the Year
Assistant Governor Joe Johnson, member of the Rotary Club of York, has been named 

Citizen of the Year by the Greater York Chamber of Commerce. Joe was nominated for the 
award because of his dedication to the community, his tireless involvement with Rotary, and 
his work as president of the western York County chapter of Ducks Unlimited. Joe is owner of 
Dunlap-Johnson Chevrolet in York.

Register 
now. for 
District 
Conference: 
The registration 
fee is $159 and 
includes Friday 
lunch, Friday and 
Saturday dinner, 
refreshments and 
various other 
items. The room 
rate is also $159 
a night. Make 
your reservations 
directly with the 
Marriott.
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February 2007 - World Understanding Month	
	 8	 Membership Seminar, Aiken
	 15	 Monthly Club Secretary Report Due
	 23	 Rotary International’s 102nd Anniversary
	
March 2007 - Literacy Month	
	 15	 Monthly Club Secretary Report Due
	 16 & 17	 Carolinas’ Pets for Presidents-elect
	 18 - Apr 21	 District 2220 GSE Team Visit
	 22	 Council of Governors - Spring Meeting,,Hilton Head 

Island
	 23 to 25	 Districts 7750/7770 Joint Conference.
		   Marriott Beach & Golf Resort, Hilton Head Island

April 2007 - Magazine Month
	 1	 Presidential Citation Award applications due to 

District Governor
	 15	 Presidential Citation Award applications due at RI 

Headquarters
	 15	 RYLA Applications and Fees due
	 16	 Monthly Club Secretary Report Due
	 19	 Birthday of Paul Harris
	 22 to 28	 Council On Legislation (Chicago, IL)
	29 to May 21	 District 7750 GSE Team visits the Canary Islands

	May 2007 - CELEBRATE ROTARY	
	 1	 District Governor Outstanding Club Award 

applications due
	 5	 District Club Leadership Training Assembly
	 15	 Monthly Club Secretary Report Due
	 15	 Deadline for RI Citation for Meritorious Service 

applications

	June 2007 - Rotary Fellowship Month	
	 3 to 9	 RYLA - Erskine College
	 15	 Monthly Club Secretary Report Due
	 15	 RI Semi-annual Reports (SAR) mailed to Club 

Secretaries
	 17 to 20	 Rotary International Convention (Salt Lake City, UT)
	 26	 Installation of Myles Golden as 2007-08 District 

Governor

District 7750 Calendar 2006-07

From this 
month’s 
Rotarian:

•  Matthew McConaughey – Just 
another exchange student? (p 9)

•  Do you have a financial advisor? 
(p11)

•  How to stay mentally sharp. (p 13)
•  A marathon man – I hate heat, 

sand and am not fit!  Why am I here? 
(p17)

•  GSE in Belize, Guatemala and Hon-
duras (p19)

•  The Peacemakers – Remember 
Stephanie Borsboom? (p23)

•  The Survivor – From rice fields to 
the World Bank (p30)

•  The Activist – Building world peace 
(p34)

•  Love Stories (p37)
•  Seeking Alumni (p50)
•  At Your Service (p58)

Council On Legislation
February 22 is the deadline for statements of 
support and opposition for the 2007 Council On 
Legislation 2007-08 theme
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District 7750 World Community 
Services activity 2006/2007

Club efforts 
result in 
numerous 
projects being 
completed 
By Charles Warne,
D7750 World Community Service Chair

The District’s World Community 
Service Committee (WCS) has promoted 
the consolidation of Club efforts in or-
der to undertake projects in the Western 
Hemisphere.

In consolidating our efforts, we are 
able to maximize the Foundation grants 
and fund projects that have sustaining 
value to the communities in which they 
are located.

Projects that are in progress or 
have been completed this Rotary year 
include:

•  A Honduras water project in 
Olanchita sponsored by the Greenwood 
area clubs.	

•  A Honduras water project in Copan 
sponsored by the Fort Mill Club.

•  An equipment pur-
chase for the processing of 
grains and peanuts to make a 
formula for children suffering 
from malnutrition in the cen-
tral plateau of Haiti sponsored 
by the Greenville Club.

•  A water project which 
supplied a pump and piping to 

irrigate the “Partners in Agriculture” farm 
in Corporant, Haiti. The farm grows food 
for making the formula for the malnutri-
tion program and is sponsored by the 
Greater Greer Club.

•  A water project in El Salvador in 
conjunction with Clemson University is 
being planned and needs club partici-
pation.

•  A water project in Doman, Haiti 
will distribute water to a recently started 

school in the mountains.  It will educate 
150 children who are between 5 and 
15 years old and have had no previous 
education. District club participation is 
needed.

A number of other projects are un-
der review.  They are all very worthwhile 
and need our support. We endeavor to 
choose projects where Rotarians can 
visit and have supervisory responsibility 
to insure a successful completion.

All the above projects are 
subject to Matching Grants of 
up to $25,000 each. We can 
make a difference by Clubs 
joining together to fund 
projects through the World 
Community Services Commit-
tee of District 7750.

Charles Warne demonstrates the use of equipment for malnutrition program 
in Haiti.

WCS Committee
Contact Charles Warne at cwarne@hewittcoleman.com
Lorraine Angelino at langelino@selfregional.org
Tom Faulkner at tfaulkner@nehemiahcrc.org
Ralph Byrd at rbyrd@amaconsys.com

School 
House 
Doman, 
Haiti

February is World Understanding Month
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Robbie Littlejohn, past president, Rotary Club of Union

Small groups talked about what makes a perfect Rotary club.

Assistant Governor Foster Senn, Rotary Club of 
Newberry

Membership Seminars:
Just Past: Clinton
The most recent seminar was held Jan. 11 in Newberry organized by 

Assistant Governors Foster Senn of Newberry and George Lockamy of 

Spartanburg. It was held at the Hampton Inn in Clinton.

Just Ahead: Aiken

Thursday, Feb. 8 
6-8:30 p.m.

Light hors d’oeuvres will be served at 6 with dinner available as Dutch 

treat. The meeting will be held in Aiken at Mi Rancho Restaurant  located 

at 4645 Jeff Davis Hwy (Aiken-Augusta Highway) across from Burger King 

and Huddle House.

Contact Assistant Governor Steve Black, Bestts4u@earthlink.net
Participants at the Clinton seminar enjoyed 
a meal from FATZ before they got down to 
business.

PDGs Sue Poss 
and Bruce Baker 
represented D7750 
at an RLI Zone 33 
meeting in Raleigh, 
NC, Jan. 26.

District 
database: Please take 
the time to log onto the district database 
to be sure your information is current. It 
helps everyone in the district, and it is 
one way to ensure that your Rotary mail 
and email gets to you. Get there by going 
to the district website: www.rotary7750.
com.
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Inbound Schedule

Sunday, March 18: 
Arrives at GSP

Monday, March 19-
Thursday, March 22: 
Greenville Area

Friday, March 23 -
Sunday March 25: 
Attends District 
Conference in Hilton 
Head

Sunday, March 25-
Friday, March 30: Aiken 
area

Friday, March 30-
Wednesday, April 4: 
Rock Hill-York area

Wednesday, April 
4-Monday, April 9: 
Seneca area

Monday, April 8- 
Sunday, April 15: 
Spartanburg area

Sunday, April 15: 
Depart from GSP

Inbound GSE team from Canary Islands
Sunday, March 18 through Sunday, April 15

Manuel Angel Abeijon Sanchez
•	 Teacher
•	 Speaks Spanish and English
•	 Single
•	 Lacto-vegetarian diet
•	 Interested in professional activities related to the world of education

Silvia Borras Villavecchia
•	 Researcher
•	 Speaks Spanish, Catalan, English, Italian, and Portuguese
•	 Single
•	 Works in a molecular biology lab: Extracts DNA, etc.
•	 Interested in professional activities related to genetics (marine if possible)

Marcos Cabrera Gonzalez
•	 Team leader
•	 Economist/Financial Advisor (government)
•	 Speaks Spanish, English, Italian, and German
•	 Married with three kids
•	 Directs an office that provides financial and accounting advice, with 12 employees and 2 

offices open to the public

Alfredo Perez Martin
•	 Broker (9 years)
•	 Speaks Spanish and English
•	 Single
•	 Directs a branch
•	 Interested in the relationship between the law and investment

Fernando Nicolas Navarro Beltrame
•	 Teacher (2 years)
•	 Spanish, Italian, and English 
•	 Single 
•	 Interested in professional activities related to the world of education

Marcos Cabrera 
Gonzalez

Manuel Angel 
Abeijon Sanchez

Alfredo Perez Martin Fernando Nicolas 
Navarro Beltrame

Silvia Borras 
Villavecchia


